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  Professor William Watts 
Head of Geology Department 1904-30  

Dr Arthur Wade 
Senior Demonstrator at the RSM, 1909-13  



Architect’s sketch for the proposed Royal School of Mines building, mid-1900s 
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The iconic Royal School of Mines building, today 



Technology of Oil examination results, July 1913 (pre-Illing)  
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Sir Alfred Keogh 
Rector of Imperial College, 1910-22  

Professor William Watts Dr Arthur Wade 

The Founding Fathers of the Oil Technology Course 

College archives National Portrait Gallery AAPG archives   



       Vincent Illing 

Demonstrator in Petroleum, 1913-15 
Lecturer, 1915-21 
Assistant Professor, 1921-37 
Professor of oil Technology, 1937-55 
Elected Fellow of the Royal Society, 1945 

The Father Figure of the Oil Technology Course 
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Press coverage in 1947 of Illing’s negotiations with the Mexican government, winning a compensation  
of £29,000,000 plus £7,000,000 in interest for the Mexican Eagle Oil Company (a subsidiary of Royal Dutch Shell)  
for the nationalisation of its assets in 1938. Also in the Financial Times, 5 September 1947.     



Hobson family album 

        Dr Douglas Hobson 
Assistant Demonstrator in Oil Technology, 1934-36 
Assistant Lecturer, 1939-45 
Lecturer, 1945-55 
Reader, 1955-76 



Oil Technology staff and some students, late 1950s 
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Colin Fothergill Douglas Hobson Steven Coomber 



Second and third year Oil Technology timetables, 1958-59 
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Oil Technology staff and students 
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Apparatus constructed by Hobson to demonstrate the principle of differential entrapment 

Courtesy R C Selley 
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John Bruckshaw 
Professor of Applied Geophysics, 1955-69 
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       Ronald Mason 
Lecturer in Geophysics, 1955-64 
Reader, 1964-67 
Professor of Pure Geophysics 1967-84 



  Michael Worthington 
Professor of Geophysics, 1985-2001 
Head of Geology Department, 1993-98  
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     Helmut Jakubowicz 
Professor of Petroleum Geophysics, 2007-13  
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      Dan Gill 
Professor of Oil Technology, 1961-76 
Professor of Petroleum Geology, 1976-78  
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INTERNAL REORGANISATIONS IN THE RSM AND  
DIVISION OF THE OIL TECHNOLOGY COURSE 

1974        Transfer of of the postgraduate Petroleum Reservoir Engineering  
  Course to the Department of Mining and Mineral Technology. Course  

   renamed Petroleum Engineering. Wall appointed the Professor of   
  Petroleum Engineering.   

1976   The Department of Mining and Mineral Technology renamed the 
   Department of Mineral Resources Engineering (MRE). Oil Technology 
   undergraduate programme renamed Petroleum Engineering and 
    moved to MRE. The postgraduate Petroleum Geology Course remained 
    in the Geology Department and Gill’s title changed to the Professor of 
    Petroleum Geology. 

1990s   MRE renamed the Department of Earth Resources Engineering   
  (ERE). Discontinuation of the undergraduate Petroleum Engineering 
  Course   



Departmental archives 

    Colin Wall 
Reader in Oil Technology, 1967-74 
Professor of Reservoir Engineering, 1974-86  
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   John Archer 
Reader in Petroleum Engineering, 1980-86 
Professor of Petroleum Engineering, 1986-97 



  Alain Gringarten 
Professor of Petroleum Engineering, 1997-2013 
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    Robert Stoneley 
Professor of Petroleum Geology, 1978-94  


